
TECHNICAL WRITING SAMPLE 

A Brief Guide to Intersectional Feminism 

Intersectional Feminism is a branch of feminism that acknowledges how 

institutional discrimination is experienced differently by differing strata of minority classes. 

Intersectionality is a concept that has long been involved in Feminist theories, though the 

coinage of the term Intersectionality was only introduced in 1989 by Kimberlé Crenshaw, 

an American professor, on her article about the demarginalization of the intersection 

between sex and race. To be brief, Intersectionality involves the study of the overlapping 

commonalities between “multiple dimensions and modalities of social relationships and 

subject formations” (McCall, 2005). 

Before Crenshaw, Intersectionality has long been involved in feminist movements. 

Around the early 1970s during the second-wave feminist movement, Multiracial feminism 

was introduced, though historical accounts of second-wave feminism lack in accurate 

recordings of these instances, and this historical exclusion of women of color in feminist 

movements is the exact reason for the arousal of the critique of radical feminism of that 

time (Thompson, 2002). With this, the realization of the distinction between the 

experiences of women from differing races, genders, and others has begun to be 

acknowledged within the feminist community and thus Intersectional Feminism has 

begun to form. 

As seen in its history, Intersectional Feminism arose from a need to address the 

inadequacies of the mainstream feminist movement, and this is why Intersectional 

Feminism is still important. Today, Feminism is becoming a not exactly widely-accepted 

but popular movement around communities worldwide and though we have 

progressed, we have not progressed enough. As Vidal (2014) says in her article about 

Intersectional Feminism, although there are undeniable forward movements in feminism, 

it might just lose momentum if we do not acknowledge that groups of women that have 

different facets in their daily lives deal with it differently and so feminism should not just 

uphold the rights of one out of many. 

Now although Intersectional Feminism addresses important issues as the lack of 

diversity in the talks of discrimination within feminist movements and some such as that, 



there are still inadequacies in Intersectionality itself. The most glaring issue with 

Intersectionality is that its need for the isolation of identity standpoints under the 

overarching movement of Feminism which seeks to solve a collective problem may tend 

to simply fragmentize the collectivity and may water down the strength of political 

activity due to this (Rectenwald, 2013). 

 Although this may be the biggest hurdle against Intersectionality, it is still a 

manageable problem that can be solved through proper introduction to the concept 

behind Intersectionality. Intersectionality does not seek to cause rifts within the feminist 

community, nor does it desire to guilt anyone for simply not being included in minority 

struggles. What Intersectionality fights for is for an acknowledgement that struggle 

differs from each person, and a general prescriptive movement is not enough for those 

of minorities. 

 Over-all, Intersectional Feminism simply involves, as Eve Mitchell (2013) succinctly 

categorizes in her critique, a politics of difference that takes all oppressions into 

account. And although it cannot be denied that Intersectionality may, out of the 

requisite identification of distinct identity standpoints, cause an unnecessary rift 

between differing classes of multifactorial identities, with an appropriate introduction of 

Intersectionality and the right understanding, Intersectionality will, in fact, bring us closer 

to each other. And with the modern need for Intersectional awareness, this closeness is 

significant in the continuing fight against systemic oppression for everyone. 
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