
How to Pay Less for an App Without Getting Ripped Off? 
You’re ready to put this app idea into development. Unfortunately, there’s one thing that slows you 

down in finding a good app developer: your tight budget. 

High-quality apps are indeed made only by the best app developers, and this comes with a steep price.  

But you won’t only see sky-high rates when hiring an app developer. You have high chances of 

encountering some who can offer their services for only half the experts’ price.  

Choosing among this batch isn’t uncommon. If you’re lucky and searched with caution, you can find 

someone/a team who’s affordable yet reliable in making good apps. 

What app developers ask for before starting an app project 
When you’re looking for an app developer, you’d go through this common process to find out your 

project’s total cost and time of development: 

 First, the app developer creates the scope of the project where the requirements needed by 

client are specified. 

 The client checks the scope and agrees to it by signing it. 

 Using the scope, the project’s cost is calculated. 

 And voila, the expected cost and time of delivery are indicated. 

Although this is the most common transaction process, this is not highly-recommended for you 

especially if you’re a non-tech person.  

The cost and time it’ll take for an app to be developed in the first place can’t be calculated into a fixed 

number. This is why you should be careful before going to an agreement. 

Getting ripped off through revisions 
Once your app is done, it is considered as the final product. It covered the time and the cost agreed on. 

All you need to do is to pay and be content with what you’ve got. 

You can still ask for revisions. But since that’s another work to do, you’re expected to pay extra. Because 

hey, that’s another load of work! 

And that’s how clients get ripped off. 

The truth is, change during app development is inevitable. Small pieces of ideas continue to pop out 

during the process. Unfortunately, the client loses more on the unexpected modification rates. 

Don’t even ask about the horror of revising an entire app because it isn’t just what you’ve visualized. 

Expect to get less when you pay less 
You’re the client and for sure, you want to get the most value for the work done in a small cost.  



Your app developer won’t agree to this idea as what they have in mind is this: “We better do this app 

under this certain time and make this profit all worth our efforts.”  

So what happens when you pay cheap? You get something cheap. 

Signs you’re about to get ripped off 
Remember that it is impossible for a developer to easily figure out the time and cost for your app. When 

it’s too good to be true, it’s an upcoming disaster. Read on to know the signs that you’re talking to a 

scammer. 

 The app development duration offered is too short 

A 3D first-person shooting game for two weeks, isn’t that awesome? Yes it is, but it’s not 

possible.  

 

Moreover, you might end up with nothing. Make sure you get a realistic idea on how much time 

is needed for your app. 

 

 The price is too cheap to be true 

If you think about outsourcing your app, you’d probably encounter cheap finds like 20 USD per 

hour.  

 

Are you sure it’s worth it though? Again, do your homework and be realistic. 

 

 The app developer wants things to be done their way 

When app developers insist that their own ideas are better than building yours into reality, 

that’s a no-go.  

 

 They don’t offer daily updates 

It’s better if you know what’s happening to your app daily, not monthly. 

 

 They show off too much 

Beware if someone goes all talk without real evidences to support their claims. 

 

 They don’t offer contracts 

An app developer’s way of protecting both sides from legal troubles is through signed contracts. 

It’ll be fishy if someone doesn’t bother protecting his/her business. 

 

 Uncertain about the scope 

“We’ll see when we get on that part.”  

 

You don’t want to hire an app developer who acts like a know-it-all but in the end, will have 

problems in your app’s complexities. Get someone who’s sure about what they’re doing.  



 

Tips in getting an app developer who’s worth the price 
To prevent yourself from getting ripped off, stop yourself from risking getting the cheapest.  

We know you want to spend less, but going for something that’s really below the average affordable 

app development rates is something you should doubt a million times. 

Moreover, you can follow these tips in finding someone who’s worth the price you pay: 

 Choose wisely 

Choosing may take time and too much effort. When you decide to look for the cheapest instead 

of the most trusted with a proven track record, you’re not actually spending less. This can get 

you on the contrary and end you up paying more for modifications. 

 

 Agree to sign an Agile Agreement 

Don’t just carelessly sign contracts. Look for someone who’ll agree to sign an Agile Agreement 

where you are allowed to make changes without additional fees. With this contract, you’re 

saving yourself from wasting your money on fixing app problems. 

 

 Break down project into smaller tasks and have checkpoints. 

Here’s the best suggestion for those who want to try hiring cheaper than the usual app 

developers.  

 

By breaking down your app project into smaller bits, you can be safe that an app developer 

won’t ruin the entire picture.  

 

If one hasn’t met your expectations, it’s time to look for someone else. 

 

 Ask an expert for recommendations 

If you don’t have the time to search for an app developer, ask a trusted friend in the industry or 

a company for suggestions about the best yet affordable app developers to go to. 

 

 Check app developer’s past projects 

Check past projects, know company reviews about the app developer, and read app user 

reviews to know if the one in your pick list is a real pro in app development. 

 

 Have a tech person to check app codes 

If you don’t know anything about tech stuff and understanding codes, have a tech person to 

help you.  

 

This may mean additional costs, but doing this can help you easily identify developer problems. 



Sure you can get an app built for a low cost, but remember the worth of what you’ve paid will go back to 

you as the final product.  

App developers are more willing to give you the best if the price you pay is all worth their efforts. 

We don’t really recommend going for the cheap ones as these are too risky for a business which involves 

a huge investment.  

To be on the safe side, look for local app developers with credentials that can guarantee you that you’ll 

have an actual running app. 

 


