
Pollution Quotes 

 
The future of this planet and its inhabitants is facing a persisting problem. With each passing day, 
the world is exposed to the hazards of environmental pollution, the effects of which we continue 
to experience. Environmental pollution affects all corners of the Earth, and poisonous elements 
are beginning to spread more and more each day.  
 
Pollutants are spread through many ways namely land, water, and air pollution. However, the 
pollution crisis is not a lost cause and curbing its spread is not an impossible feat. With active 
non-governmental organizations such as Greenpeace, Earth Justice, and the International Union 
for Conservation of Nature leading the fight, there is hope for humanity.  
 
The most affected species of the pollution problem are none other than the animals, plants, and 
trees that inhabit this Earth with us. It is our duty to make the world a better place for every living 
thing that resides in the planet we all call home.  
 
Here are some inspiring quotes from people who have fulfilled this responsibility and have taken 
their stand against pollution and its harmful effects. 
 

12 Pollution Quotes 
 
“I see a future where getting to work or to school or to the store does not have to cause pollution.” 
- Bernie Sanders 

 
Bernie Sanders is an American politician who currently has the record for being the longest 
serving independent member in Congress. His political career is marked with milestones such as 
being elected mayor of Burlington, Vermont, a U.S. House Representative of the state of Vermont, 
and a Senator of the country. He ran for the Democratic presidency in 2016 before conceding to 
Hillary Clinton. He plans to run again for the presidency this 2020. Sanders introduced the largest 
community-level renewable energy investment in U.S. history through the 2007 National Energy 
Efficiency Grant Program. 
 

“Environmental pollution is an incurable disease. It can only be prevented.” - Barry Commoner 

 
Barry Commoner was a biologist, politician and professor. He was also a director of the Center 
for Biology of Natural Systems and the Critical Genetics Project. He also ran as a candidate for 
the Citizens Party during the 1980 presidential race. Commoner was hailed as one of the pioneers 
of the current environmental movement with his strong and persistent warnings of the 
environmental threats of technology, pesticides, and nuclear weapons. His constant efforts to 
repel harmful artificial forces has paved the way for the implementation of the 1963 Nuclear Test 
Ban Treaty. 
 
“Sooner or later, we will have to recognise that the Earth has rights, too, to live without pollution. 
What mankind must know is that human beings cannot live without Mother Earth, but the planet 
can live without humans.” - Evo Morales 
 
 

https://www.nationalgeographic.org/encyclopedia/pollution/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/encyclopedia/pollution/


Evo Morales was Bolivia’s first indigenous president. He first gained attention through his activism 
and efforts to protect cocalero (coca leaf grower) rights as a unionist. Besides the presidency, he 
has several titles decorated to his name such as the head of the Movement for Socialism Party 
and an election to Congress. He is lauded as a champion of environmentalism and his efforts to 
declare clean water as a basic human right which led the implementation of policies such as the 
institution of April 22 as International Mother Earth Day by the United Nations. 
 
“Around New York City, samples collected at dozens of beaches or piers have detected the types 
of bacteria and other pollutants tied to sewage overflows. Though the city's drinking water comes 
from upstate reservoirs, environmentalists say untreated excrement and other waste in the city's 

waterways pose serious health risks.” - Charles Duhigg 

 
Charles Duhigg is an award-winning journalist and author. He currently works and writes for the 
New York Times and has written books concerning the scientific explanations for habits and 
productivity namely The Power of Habit: Why We Do What We Do in Life and Business and 
Smarter Faster Better. He has been awarded by the Society of Environmental Journalists for his 
investigative work which also tackles pollution and environmental concerns. 
 
“The perpetrators of the actual bad stuff that does real and lasting harm to people, like leakage of 
industrial chemicals into water systems, seem to get not so much as a second glance; the 
bloviation from media pundits and think tanks creates false problems that waste time and energy 

debunking.” - Henry Rollins 

 
Henry Rollins, also known as Henry Lawrence Garfield, is a musician, comedian and activist. He 
is most notably known for being the vocalist of the hardcore punk band Black Flag. Currently, 
Rollins is a columnist for Rolling Stone Australia and a radio show host on KCRW. He is an 
outspoken activist for human rights and other global issues which includes the conservation and 
care for the environment.   
  
“We're running the most dangerous experiment in history right now, which is to see how much 

carbon dioxide the atmosphere… can handle before there is an environmental catastrophe.” - 
Elon Musk 
 
Elon Musk is most known for either being a founder or executive for prominent global companies 
such as Tesla, SpaceX and PayPal to name a few. He is also widely known for spearheading 
revolutionary projects such as mass-market electric cars, Artificial Intelligence programs and the 
human colonization of Mars. Musk has a disdain for fossil fuels and other harmful elements to the 
environment which has reflected in recent projects of his such as Tesla’s ongoing global initiative 
for sustainable energy. 

 
“The Chinese have figured out that they have a giant environmental problem. Folks in Beijing, 
some days, literally can't breathe. Over a million Chinese die prematurely every year because of 

air pollution.” - Joe Biden 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Joe Biden was the 47th vice-president of the United States and is currently running for the 2020 
presidency as a member of the Democrat Party. He is an awardee of the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom. Biden has been an active participant in several human rights-related political 
discussions for the past years such as the Iraq War, the Violence Against Women Act, and the 
Great Recession. He is widely known for enacting the first climate change bill in the Senate, the 
1986 Global Climate Protection Act and the largest clean energy investment in history, the 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, while under the Obama Administration. 
 
“Environmental pollution, terrorism, and many other global threats do not stop at borders. We all 
bear global responsibility and thus need a global identity to enable us to cope with them. We must 
learn to integrate different levels of identity in ourselves. What matters is not either/or, but 

both/and.” - Klaus Schwab 
 
Klaus Schwab is a German author, professor, economist and engineer. Among his many 
distinctions, he is most known for founding and leading the World Economic Forum and creating 
organizations such as The Forum of Young Global Leaders and the Global Shapers Community 
which aims to seek and develop young leaders of the world into influential and positive forces of 
change in their respective communities. He has authored The Fourth Industrial Revolution 
wherein he talks about a new era currently unfolding which is marked by the resurgence of new 
technologies which will revert the harmful natural effects of previous industrial revolutions and the 
rejuvenation of the natural environment in its entirety. 

 
“The ocean is the lifeblood of our world. If we were to lose our fish that we appreciate so much by 
overfishing; or if we were to lose some of our favorite beaches to overbuilding and pollution, then 

how would we feel? It's become a case of not knowing what you've got until it's gone.” - Aaron 

Peirsol 
 
Aaron Peirsol was an award-winning Olympic swimmer for the United States. Among his many 
distinctions are seven Olympic medals and an American Swimmer of the Year Award. Having 
possessed a close affinity with the water, his advocacy for the conservation of the seas against 
pollution was nothing out of the ordinary, 
 
“Water and air, the two essential fluids on which all life depends, have become global garbage 

cans.” - Jacques Yves Cousteau 

 
Jacques Cousteau was a French oceanographer who was famous for pioneering modern diving 
practices and equipment such as the Aqua-Lung. He has also authored successful books such 
as The Silent World: A Story of Undersea Discovery and Adventure and award-winning films 
namely a documentary adaptation of his book The Silent World which promoted the discovery 
and conservation of marine life and other aquatic bodies. He is a fierce advocate of nature, 
particularly the preservation and protection of sea bodies and aquatic life. 

 
“Our oceans are facing innumerable threats – from overfishing and pollution to ocean acidification 
and invasive species – yet we haven't had a blueprint for its use and development, incredible as 

that seems.” - Philippe Cousteau, Jr. 

 
 
 
 



Philippe Cousteau Jr. is the grandson of Jacques Cousteau and son of Philippe Cousteau, an 
award-winning diving and underwater photographer. He channels his advocacies by educating 
the public about environmental conservation issues. Philippe continued the legacy of his 
grandfather and father by currently hosting shows that highlight environmental conservation topics 
with his wife such as Caribbean Pirate Treasure and the Emmy-nominated series, Awesome 
Planet. 
 
“Pollution is nothing but the resources we are not harvesting. We allow them to be dispersed 

because we’ve been ignorant of their value. “- R. Buckminster Fuller 

 
R. Buckminster Fuller or Richard Fuller for short, is an architect, designer, and inventor popular 
for his invention, the geodesic dome. He was also the second World President of Mensa, the 
largest and oldest high IQ society in the world. Fuller was one of the first “global thinkers”. He 
expanded his work into fields such as agriculture and engineering in order to seek for the 
betterment and improvement of the material efficiency and energy related practices they had back 
then. He was a strong believer in renewable energy sources and technologies that protected 
humanity’s future and survival through efficient means. 
 

Conclusion 

Pollution is a global issue which affects all living things of this Earth. Being the most advanced 

and capable species to handle this crisis, we must all bear the responsibility of protecting and 

advocating for the conservation of the environment as the individuals above either have done or 

are currently doing. We can do our part through our own little ways, one small step at a time. 


