
 

 

Who’s who: Scammer-in-chief 

 

Impunity has many faces, may it be small or heinous crime done, as long as the punishment on 

the law is clear, you do not have a single right to run away from a devious sin you have committed. A 

month had passed after the second “big fish” had run away from the Priority Development Assistance 

Fund (PDAF) scam after Enrile, Mr. Jinggoy Estrada. 

Even if we turn the world upside down, n the end, Estrada had still pick-pocketed from the 

allocation of the PDAF for 2004-2010. It may have been clearly stated on the Republic Act 7080 or “An Act 

Defining and Penalizing the Crime of Plunder”, that the crime plunder is bailable but let us not ignore the 

fact that this was amended at times of former president Gloria Macapagal Arroyo is faced up with a 

plunder too. It might not be obvious but clearly, the crime ‘plunder’ is slowly being decriminalized until 

the law itself will lose its venom on the countrymen. 

With regards to the fact that Estrada’s side still needs their bail plea to be approved by the newly 

composed Sandiganbayan, the anti-graft court, this was their second time around and luckily it got 

approved with a cast of vote 3-2, done by the associate justices of Sandiganbayan. Now, the questionable 

part here is that why did it got approved on the second time wherein new justices are assigned saying 

that the evidences are not strong enough to show that he is the “main plunderer” on the PDAF scam? 

Why did it not get approved on the first attempt, on times when old justices are still assigned? Is it the 

vision of money? Pressure? Or connections? Perhaps it is. 

If getting away from your crime is just as easy as counting 123, a higher chance will it be that this 

will also happen on local governments. In the world of politics, the national leaders served as the parents 

of these local public officers. Anything that is being seen by the children towards their parents will appear 

as the right thing to do even if they are in their right minds, after all, they are the role model they look up 

to. 

Overpopulation is the mainstream dilemma in our country but who would’ve thought that not 

only the Filipinos are being reproduced but even the impunity is breeding too. Those who voted “no” for 

the bail plea of Estrada, raise your hands. To those who did, raise your standards. 


