
Parvovirus in Dogs and How to Survive It 

               To those who have dogs or are considering adoption, listen to what I am about to say because 

this may save your pet’s life. 

               According to Dr. Ellen Malmanger of Veterinary Medicine, canine parvovirus, or “parvo” is one of 

the deadliest viruses that young, old, or unvaccinated dogs can get. This virus is hard to kill and what they 

do is attack the cells of the dogs and stops them from absorbing the nutrients, causing weakness and 

dehydration or worse, death. That is the reason why all dogs need the parvo vaccine. There is no cure, but 

this vaccine will protect them against the virus. 

               My family has been adopting dogs ever since. Some of them survived parvo but some did not 

make it. Since we have many dogs, isolation is a must. Parvovirus is contagious and is present everywhere. 

If we were in contact with the one who is infected, we always make sure to take a bath before we 

approach the other dogs. During these times, we do not sleep well, afraid of the thought of what will 

happen if our dogs cannot survive. According to Blue Cross, inappetence, lethargy, fever, vomiting, and 

diarrhea are the signs of parvo. If your dog is experiencing these, immediately consult your doctor because 

most deaths happen within 48 to 72 hours after the symptoms begin. The quicker you seek help, the 

greater your pet’s chances of survival. As for my experience, two of my dogs died due to poor health, the 

other one died because we consulted a doctor late, and another one died because we lack knowledge. 

               Knowing the personalities and differences of your dogs will help you understand what they are 

experiencing. For example, my dog Toby loves to eat. While I was busy portioning their food, he was 

always at my side, jumping. Then one time, he was lying in the corner when I noticed that he was sick. We 

also observed that they have yellowish or greenish eye discharge. According to our doctor, some dogs 

who have parvo will also experience distemper. These two are somehow similar, but distemper may cause 

seizures. 

               Like I said earlier, there is no cure for parvo. The treatment will only serve as a support to fight 

the virus. Force-feeding and hydrating the dogs will increase their chance of survival. As a fur parent, let 

us always remember the importance of our dog’s health. Let them know that you are with them. Yes, 

adopting dogs is easy but it gets harder once our pets get sick. 
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