
Consequences of Technology in the Eyes & Hands of a Corpsman

There are many branches comprise the United States Navy. Fields such as the Sea Systems
Command, Naval Personnel, Education and Training Command, are only some that branch
together to form the core of the Navy. One of these fields is the enlisted medical side of the
Navy, which was formally known as Hospital Corpsman. Being a corpsman isn't synonymous
to being a housekeeper or one’s personal nurse—it is being a medical assistant to other
professionals and ensuring the preservation of life and constant progress in recovery
amongst those who I monitor. This job has many duties that come with it, and with that
comes many responsibilities, both of which should not be taken lightly.

I have been a Hospital Corpsman for the Navy for a mere year, and I had no idea what was
coming. As a corpsman, our main role is to assist in preventing and treating diseases and
injuries, both to those of the Navy Personnel of the operational forces. The tasks I complete
on a day to day basis are those of obtaining vital signs and doing assessments on patients.
In my mind, it only served as a new beginning for me—one that would bring me a better life
with a steady flow of income. However, I had no former knowledge of the grit and heart that
would come with living with this profession. My patients do not only include people of the
Marines, but also children who are involved with the Navy one way or another. Caring for
kids requires you to also have a parental instinct together with being a medical professional;
you need to the tenderness of heart to truly do your job.

In this day and age, technology has only been growing, both in its advancements and its
place & purpose in people's lives. In the medical field, we rely on many of these
advancements because there are a bounty of developing machineries that can save the lives
of many. However, the most common devices we have find its way into our workrooms, with
us and our patients. Our cellphones are already seen as a necessity by many. It serves as a
bridge of communication, entertainment; it is the optimal way to connect with many. But
when it reaches the space of a clinic, together with children with the most fragile of lives laid
down on our hands, our devices immediately morph into a weapon. Distraction is terrifyingly
easy to cave into, and when us corpsmen are tasked with protecting each and every one of
our patients, that responsibility is easily tarnished.

I have been assigned to kids diagnosed with cancer and life-threatening illnesses, that if the
wrong medication was given, they could have died. Children with fevers that could've
suffered longer than they should've if I didn't get their vitals on time. In such a fast paced and
urgent environment, our phones should not have any place near us. If I were to watch
movies, text, or even play video games while on the job, I easily endanger the lives of the
kids I work with. The wrong medication could be given, vital signs could be missed, and I
could even get away with missing important things in the assessment of the child I am
working with if my attention is wavered from my job. These could all pose a serious threat to
the child's life and could result in serious harm or even death of the patient.

And the worst part of this, is that I chose my own interests over a person with dreams,
hopes, and a will to live. All of this over a small touchscreen and my own neglect. A single



second could mean an eternity to a patient in a clinic, and dedicating those moments to a
touch screen instead of one's duties is wrong, but common. It is the highest form of
irresponsibility in any workspace. The value of one's life should not be diminished at the
hands of technology, when it should be utilized to save that very life—not only others, but
ours as well in our everyday lifestyles. We need not to avert our focuses on temporary
satisfaction and entertainment 24 hours a day, when there are lives to be lived and lives to
be saved right before our eyes. Yes, technology is a blessing, but it is meant to enhance our
way of living, not to distract us from our true duties that will strip away that core importance
that we find in life.


